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noncoal mine, in the mine equipment 
manufacturing industry, or in any 
other industry using or manufacturing 
similar equipment, and has satisfac-
torily completed a coal mine electrical 
training program approved by the Sec-
retary; or, 

(3) He has at least 1 year of experi-
ence, prior to the date of the applica-
tion required by paragraph (c) of this 
section, in performing electrical work 
underground in a coal mine, in the sur-
face work areas of an underground coal 
mine, in a surface coal mine, in a 
noncoal mine, in the mine equipment 
manufacturing industry, or in any 
other industry using or manufacturing 
similar equipment, and he attains a 
satisfactory grade on each of the series 
of five written tests approved by the 
Secretary as prescribed in paragraph 
(b) of this section. 

(b) The series of five written tests ap-
proved by the Secretary shall include 
the following categories: 

(1) Direct current theory and applica-
tion; 

(2) Alternating current theory and 
application; 

(3) Electric equipment and circuits; 
(4) Permissibility of electric equip-

ment; and, 
(5) Requirements of Subparts F 

through J and S of this Part 77. 
(c) In order to take the series of five 

written tests approved by the Sec-
retary, an individual shall apply to the 
District Manager and shall certify that 
he meets the requirements of para-
graph (a)(3) of this section. The tests 
will be administered in the Coal Mine 
Safety and Health Districts at regular 
intervals, or as demand requires. 

(d) A score of at least 80 percent on 
each of the five written tests will be 
deemed to be a satisfactory grade. Rec-
ognition shall be given to practical ex-
perience in that 1 percentage point 
shall be added to an individual’s score 
in each test for each additional year of 
experience beyond the 1 year require-
ment specified in paragraph (a)(3) of 
this section; however, in no case shall 
an individual be given more than 5 per-
centage points for such practical expe-
rience. 

(e) An individual may, within 30 days 
from the date on which he received no-
tification from the Administration of 

his test scores, repeat those on which 
he received an unsatisfactory score. If 
further retesting is necessary after his 
initial repetition, a minimum of 30 
days from the date of receipt of notifi-
cation of the initial retest scores shall 
elapse prior to such further retesting. 

(f) An individual who has, prior to 
November 1, 1972, been qualified to per-
form electrical work specified in Sub-
parts F, G, H, I, and J of this Part 77 
(other than work on energized surface 
high-voltage lines) shall continue to be 
qualified until June 30, 1973. To remain 
qualified after June 30, 1973, such indi-
vidual shall meet the requirements of 
either paragraph (a) (1), (2), or (3) of 
this section. 

(g) An individual qualified in accord-
ance with this section shall, in order to 
retain qualification, certify annually 
to the District Manager, that he has 
satisfactorily completed a coal mine 
electrical retraining program approved 
by the Secretary. 

01(a), Federal Coal Mine Health and Safety 
Act of 1969; 30 U.S.C. 811(a); 83 Stat. 745) 

[37 FR 22377, Oct. 19, 1972; 37 FR 28163, Dec. 
21, 1972, as amended at 44 FR 9380, Feb. 13, 
1979; 47 FR 23641, May 28, 1982] 

§ 77.104 Repair of energized surface 
high-voltage lines; qualified person. 

An individual is a qualified person 
within the meaning of § 77.704 of this 
part for the purpose of repairing ener-
gized surface high-voltage lines only if 
he has had at least 2 years experience 
in electrical maintenance, and at least 
2 years experience in the repair of ener-
gized high-voltage lines located on 
poles or structures. 

[36 FR 9364, May 22, 1971, as amended at 36 
FR 13143, July 15, 1971] 

§ 77.105 Qualified hoistman; slope or 
shaft sinking operation; qualifica-
tions. 

(a)(1) A person is a qualified 
hoistman within the provisions of Sub-
part T of this part, for the purpose of 
operating a hoist at a slope or shaft 
sinking operation if he has at least 1 
year experience operating a hoist plant 
or maintaining hoist equipment and is 
qualified by any State as a hoistman or 
its equivalency, or 

(2) If a State has no program for 
qualifying persons as hoistmen, the 
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Secretary may qualify persons if the 
operator of the slope or shaft-sinking 
operation makes an application and a 
satisfactory showing that the person 
has had 1 year of experience operating 
hoists. A person’s qualification is valid 
for as long as the person continues to 
satisfy the requirements for qualifica-
tion and is employed at the same coal 
mine or by the same independent con-
tractor. 

(b) Applications for Secretarial quali-
fication should be submitted to the 
Mine Safety and Health Administra-
tion, Certification and Qualification 
Center, P.O. Box 25367, Denver Federal 
Center, Denver, Colo. 80225. 

[36 FR 9364, May 22, 1971, as amended at 43 
FR 12320, Mar. 24, 1978; 54 FR 30515, July 20, 
1989] 

§ 77.106 Records of certified and quali-
fied persons. 

The operator of each coal mine shall 
maintain a list of all certified and 
qualified persons designated to perform 
duties under this Part 77. 

(Pub. L. No. 96–511, 94 Stat. 2812 (44 U.S.C. 
3501 et seq.)) 

[36 FR 9364, May 22, 1971, as amended at 60 
FR 33723, June 29, 1995] 

§ 77.107 Training programs. 

Every operator of a coal mine shall 
provide a program, approved by the 
Secretary, of training and retraining 
both qualified and certified persons 
needed to carry out functions pre-
scribed in the Act. 

§ 77.107–1 Plans for training programs. 

Each operator must submit to the 
district manager, of the Coal Mine 
Safety and Health District in which 
the mine is located, a program or plan 
setting forth what, when, how, and 
where the operator will train and re-
train persons whose work assignments 
require that they be certified or quali-
fied. The program must provide— 

(a) For certified persons, annual 
training courses in the tasks and du-
ties which they perform as certified 
persons, first aid, and the provisions of 
this part 77; and 

(b) For qualified persons, annual 
courses in performance of the tasks 

which they perform as qualified per-
sons. 

[63 FR 53761, Oct. 6, 1998] 

Subpart C—Surface Installations 

§ 77.200 Surface installations; general. 

All mine structures, enclosures, or 
other facilities (including custom coal 
preparation) shall be maintained in 
good repair to prevent accidents and 
injuries to employees. 

§ 77.201 Methane content in surface in-
stallations. 

The methane content in the air of 
any structure, enclosure or other facil-
ity shall be less than 1.0 volume per 
centum. 

§ 77.201–1 Tests for methane; qualified 
person; use of approved device. 

Tests for methane in structures, en-
closures, or other facilities, in which 
coal is handled or stored shall be con-
ducted by a qualified person with a de-
vice approved by the Secretary at least 
once during each operating shift, and 
immediately prior to any repair work 
in which welding or an open flame is 
used, or a spark may be produced. 

§ 77.201–2 Methane accumulations; 
change in ventilation. 

If, at any time, the air in any struc-
ture, enclosure or other facility con-
tains 1.0 volume per centum or more of 
methane changes or adjustments in the 
ventilation of such installation shall be 
made at once so that the air shall con-
tain less than 1.0 volume per centum of 
methane. 

§ 77.202 Dust accumulations in surface 
installations. 

Coal dust in the air of, or in, or on 
the surfaces of, structures, enclosures, 
or other facilities shall not be allowed 
to exist or accumulate in dangerous 
amounts. 

§ 77.203 Use of material or equipment 
overhead; safeguards. 

Where overhead repairs are being 
made at surface installations and 
equipment or material is taken into 
such overhead work areas, adequate 
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